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Fact Sheet

Our Mission
The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a volunteer-driven charity committed to funding the most promising research 
to find cures for childhood cancers and give survivors long and healthy lives.

About the Foundation 
•	 What began as a challenge between friends in 2000 has grown into the world’s largest volunteer-driven 

fundraising opportunity benefiting childhood cancer research. 
•	 Since 2000, more than 126 million USD has been raised for childhood cancer research, including more 

than $7 million raised so far in 2012.
•	 The St. Baldrick’s Foundation funds more in childhood cancer research grants than any organization 

except the U.S. government. 
•	 In 2011, St. Baldrick’s awarded more than 21 million USD in grants. 

Realities of Childhood Cancer
United States statistics:

•	 Childhood cancer kills more children than any other disease – more than AIDS, Asthma, diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis and congenital anomalies, combined. 

•	 One in five children diagnosed with cancer will not survive.
•	 Two-thirds of childhood cancer patients will have a long lasting chronic condition from the very treatment 

that helped save their lives.
•	 Currently, childhood cancer research funding accounts for less than 4% of all cancer research funding 

allotted by the federal government.

International statistics:
•	 Worldwide, more than 160,000 children are diagnosed with childhood cancer each year.
•	 A child is diagnosed every 3½ minutes with cancer.  

Fundraising Events 
Signature Head-Shaving Events
The St. Baldrick’s Foundation coordinates worldwide signature head-shaving events where volunteers get bald 
to stand in solidarity with kids with cancer and raise money to support life-saving childhood cancer research. 

•	 From 2000 to 2012, more than 216,000 shavees, including over 21,000 women, have shaved their 
heads at more than 5,200 St. Baldrick’s events worldwide.

•	 In 2011, more than 1,000 events were held and more than 45,300 volunteers, including over 5,200 
women, shaved their heads - the most in St. Baldrick’s history.

•	 So far in 2012, more than 1,000 events and 26,000 shavees, including over 3,000 women, have registered 
on the Foundation’s website.

Other Events
Each year, St. Baldrick’s volunteers come up with creative ways to support the cause:

•	 Climbing a mountain (Mt. Kilimanjaro, Mt. Rainier)
•	 Running or swimming a marathon
•	 Participating in an extreme desert footrace
•	 Riding in a motorcycle run 

•	 Hosting a special presentation of a concert or play
•	 Writing a song and selling it on iTunes
•	 Creating a human line of hope
•	 Donating their birthday away
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BaseBald: A St. Baldrick’s Program 
BaseBald is the perfect combination of team spirit, paired with a St. Baldrick’s signature head-shaving event, 
where baseball teams and fans get bald in solidarity with the kids fighting cancer to raise awareness and 
money for childhood cancer research. 

Learn more about BaseBald: StBaldricks.org/events/basebald

letsCONQUER Movement 
letsCONQUER is where voices unite to cure childhood cancer. People from around the world have been 
empowered by letsCONQUER. Join them and add your voice to make a new reality for kids with cancer and 
help fund life-saving childhood cancer research. 

A key tactic to do this by volunteers is creating a 15–30 second PSA-like vignette featuring a heartbreaking 
reality about childhood cancer and a call to action. The videos are virally distributed via social media and 
available to broadcast outlets.

Learn more about the movement: letsCONQUER.org

Advocacy - New in 2012
St. Baldrick’s introduces Speak Up for Kids’ Cancer, the Foundation’s advocacy action network. Together with 
our advocacy partners, we provide information, training, and resources to help volunteers contact members of 
Congress to express their views on issues and raise awareness of childhood cancer.

Speak Up for Kids’ Cancer gives a voice to the vast network of volunteers, donors, and participants involved in 
the work of the St. Baldrick’s Foundation and is the natural next step in our efforts to Conquer Kids’ Cancer.

Learn more about Speak Up for Kids’ Cancer: StBaldricks.org/advocacy

Other Ways to Get Involved
Organize an event, donate, volunteer, involve your business, give a matching gift, make a tribute or memorial 
gift or spread the word!  

Visit StBaldricks.org to check out how you can support life-saving childhood cancer research. 

Find Us On

Media Contact: Traci Shirk, Media & PR Specialist, Media@StBaldricks.org or 626.792.8247 x50 
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2012 Ambassador Kids

The five St. Baldrick’s Foundation 2012 Ambassador Kids represent the 160,000 children worldwide touched by 
childhood cancer each year.

Austin, 5, Ohio | Bilateral Wilms tumor, no evidence of disease
Diagnosed with cancer in both kidneys at 10 months old, Austin endured eight months of chemotherapy 
and four abdominal surgeries before being declared cancer free. But one year later, it was back. After six 
more months of treatment and the removal of 1 1/2 kidneys, this determined 5-year-old is once again 
cancer free and enjoys riding his bike, learning new things and playing with his older brother, Braedan. 

Emily, 7, Texas | Acute lymphoblastic leukemia, in treatment
A persistent limp and unexplained fever led to Emily’s cancer diagnosis in March 2010. If all goes 
well, Emily will complete her treatment by June 2012 - good news for this active girl who enjoys 
watching Hannah Montana, reading Junie B. Jones books and gardening.

Justin, 8, Colorado | Neuroblastoma, in treatment
When he was diagnosed in 2006, doctors gave Justin a 30% chance of being alive in five years. 
If he relapsed, they said he wouldn’t survive. Five years and three relapses later, he is still fighting. 
But Justin is more than a cancer diagnosis. He loves corn dogs, mac n’ cheese, Cub Scouts, Legos 
and prefers to wear his favorite suit which he says is “smart looking, classy and sophisticated.”

Teddy, Forever 9 (2/6/2001 – 8/16/2010), Connecticut | Undifferentiated sarcoma
Teddy wanted to be a scientist so he could cure cancer. He was diagnosed with a rare form of 
cancer at age 8 and a lack of knowledge about his cancer limited his treatment options. In his 
memory, Teddy’s family is working with St. Baldrick’s to make sure that his dream of a cure  
comes true.

Sarah, 22, Virginia | Biphenotypic leukemia, in remission
A college junior majoring in Early Childhood Development and two-time St. Baldrick’s shavee, Sarah’s 
heart is set on making a difference in the lives of children. But her dreams have been put on hold 
for awhile, as after nearly seven years in remission, she relapsed in June 2010. Sarah’s only hope 
for a cure was a stem cell transplant. She’s currently fighting complications from her treatment 
and the adjustment of her new immune system to her body.

Roles and Responsibilities 
Coming from different areas of the U.S. and varying in age, disease type and treatment status, the Ambassador 
Kids are a reminder that childhood cancer doesn’t discriminate and that one in five kids diagnosed in the U.S. will 
not survive. They will serve as the face and voice for the Foundation for 2012 by:

•	 Attending local St. Baldrick’s events 
•	 Speaking at local community events

Learn more about the 2012 Ambassador Kids: StBaldricks.org/kids

Media Contact: Traci Shirk, Media & PR Specialist, Media@StBaldricks.org or 626.792.8247 x50

•	 Participating in media interviews
•	 Raising awareness about childhood cancer research
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Childhood Cancer Research Funding
•	 The Foundation has committed more than 78 million USD to life-saving research since 2005.
•	 St. Baldrick’s donors and volunteers made possible more than 21 million USD in funding for childhood 

cancer research in 2011.
•	 In addition to funding the research of pediatric cancer experts, St. Baldrick’s also helps make it possible 

for the best and brightest young doctors to pursue childhood cancer research. 
•	 The Foundation funds local institutions as well as cooperative research on a national scale to help doctors 

work together to develop the best treatments for all children with cancer.

Grant Review Process
Applications from childhood cancer researchers are reviewed and rated by the Foundation’s panel of expert scientific 
advisors, who make funding recommendations. Final decisions are made by the Foundation’s board of directors.

Grant Types
Research Grants are focused on finding new and better cures for childhood cancer. Some focus on a single 
type of disease, and others will help children and teens with all types of cancer.

Supportive Care Research Grants will lead to the improvement of the quality of life for patients and survivors. 
This research addresses the side effects of treatment, long-term effects faced by survivors, psychosocial 
aspects of childhood cancer and more.

Cooperative Research Grants fund the clinical trials and laboratories of the 200-member Children’s Oncology 
Group. Through this grant, the St. Baldrick’s Foundation funds virtually every institution in North America with 
the expertise to treat childhood cancers.

Consortium Research Grants are granted to a group of researchers at multiple institutions. This new funding 
category was created to fund more researchers who are banding together to work on exciting projects with great promise.

St. Baldrick’s Scholars are young professionals pursuing exciting research, funded for three years or more. 
Because grant funds are so scarce, it is difficult for those early in their careers to compete with more 
established researchers. These grants keep new researchers focused on childhood cancer. 

St. Baldrick’s Fellows are new doctors training to specialize in pediatric oncology research, funded for two to 
three years. 

St. Baldrick’s Summer Fellows work in a pediatric oncology research lab for the summer after their first year 
of medical school. Students accomplish a research project and the experience may encourage them to choose 
childhood cancer research as a specialty. 

Infrastructure Grants help institutions treat more kids on clinical trials (their best hope for a cure), or provide 
resources to make more research possible.

Foreign Beneficiaries receive funds raised by St. Baldrick’s events held in their countries.

Learn more about St. Baldrick’s grant types: StBaldricks.org/where-the-money-goes/grant-types

Where the Money Goes
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Research Focus Areas

Adolescents & Young Adults - Progress in curing adolescents and young adults with childhood cancers is 
lagging far behind the progress made in treating younger children. St. Baldrick’s places high importance on 
research to bring more hope to adolescents and young adults fighting cancer.

Survivorship – More than 30% of survivors have a serious medical condition and or disability as a direct result 
of their treatments. The St. Baldrick’s Foundation has always funded grants that address these issues and will 
continue to do so.

Supportive Care Research - More research is needed on symptom management, quality of life issues, family 
coping skills, compliance with therapy, and other areas of supportive care for childhood cancer patients. This 
focus area came as a direct result of the St. Baldrick’s 2010 Research Priorities Summit.

Fundraising Accountability
The numbers below reflects the percentage breakdown of every dollar spent for the year ending June 30, 2011:

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation holds the Better Business Bureau’s seal of approval and is accredited by the BBB’s 
Wise Giving Alliance. Charity rating agencies recommend that overall fundraising costs per dollar raised be 
kept to less than 35%; special events often cost as much as 50% of funds raised. Our fundraising cost in this 
fiscal year was a healthy 16%, and we strive to be more efficient each year.

The Foundation’s audited financials are for a fiscal year of July 1 – June 30 and are available at StBaldricks.org.

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Federal ID #20-1173824.

Media Contact: Traci Shirk, Media & PR Specialist, Media@StBaldricks.org or 626.792.8247 x50

Where the Money Goes

Page  5 of 5   


